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PRESS RELEASE

Olympic Champion Bart Brentjens succeeds at the Cross-Country-‘City Criteria’ in Schladming

Schladming, 11th of June 2005. – One of the favourites took the victory of Saturday’s Cross-Country-‘City-Criteria’ during the Mountain Bike World Cup in Schladming, which was remunerated with a prize of 10.000 Euros. Dutch racer Bart Brentjens, in Atlanta 1996 the first Olympic Champion in the history of Mountain Bike sports and bronze medal winner at last year’s games in Athens, finished first. Brentjens won before his fellow countryman Thijs Al and Tyrolean Karl Markt, who achieved with the third place the best result of the Austrian participants.

Brentjens got rid of one of his main competitors already in the first round: the current leader of the World ranking, Roel Paulissen from Belgium had to give up after two kilometres because of a technical defect. Until the eighth out of 15 rounds, Brentjens and Al showed an exciting bike-to-bike duel, before the 37-year old Dutchmen suddenly sprinted off, which decided the race. After 48 kilometres, Brentjens reached the finish with a comfortable advantage of 58 seconds to Al and could cash the winner’s cheque over 2000 Euros for his superb performance. “It was an extremely tiring race, we had to overcome 1500 metres in altitude on 48 kilometres. Today, I had to work hard for the money”, proclaimed delighted Bart Brentjens.

As to the Austrians, Karl Markt provided a great surprise. In the second last round, he even managed to overtake Thijs Al and ranked second, before the Dutchman stroke back to beat the Tyrolean racer by only nine seconds. However, the 25-year old from Haiming was more than happy with his third place. So far, a 76th place in the Cross-Country World Cup was his best result, achieved in Kaprun in 2003. „It is incredible to finish third in a race with the world’s best mountain bikers. I am particularly delighted because I am only a little more than a minute behind winner Bart Brentjens“, said Markt, who gained 1000 Euros prize money for his great performance.

On the positions four to eight, an Austrian pack: Christoph Soukup, Martin Kraler, Heinz Verbnjak, Hannes Metzler and Gerald Burgsteiner. Unfortunately, Soukup had a damaged tire at the beginning of the race. After changing the bike he even crashed and hurt his hip. „I couldn’t make anymore speed after this. I was not very lucky today, that is why I am quite content with fourth place”, said the racer from Vienna. During the end sprint for fifth place, Tyrolean Martin Kraler succeeded over the local Heinz Verbnjak from Admont. 

Karlheinz Wieser (Mobil: 0664 / 2100 310)

Christoph Rothwangl (Mobil: 0664 / 1166 970)
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